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Epson Stylus Pro GS 6000 • Mimaki UJV-160 • Océ Arizona 350 GT

Visit Our Booth:  Photokina 2008 (Sep. 23-28, Cologne, Germany)
                                 Viscom (Sep. 24-26, Paris, France)/(Oct. 16-18, Madrid, Spain)/
                                                 (Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, Frankfurt, Germany)/(Nov. 13-15, Milan, Italy)
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Zagreb is truly beautiful – the Azonprinter offices are located, 

just outside the crowded city centre, in a quite garden district of 

the Croatian capital. Although the building does not appear to be 

particularly large from the outside, it houses not only the sales and 

service departments and a spacious demonstration centre, but 

also a converting and manufacturing facility in a backyard on the 

ground floor.

1000 printers sold
Josip Sarija, who has been in charge of Azonprinters’ marketing 

operations for about six months, stated that the head office hou-

ses 15 full-time employees. The workforce is supplemented by five 

freelancers and RIP and driver programming is outsourced to an 

external service provider.

While this keeps operations lean and fast, it also keeps the workfor-

ce quite busy. During this autumn’s trade fair season Azonprinters 

was represented at most major European trade shows, including 

Frankfurt and Milan, and quite a few local events. The company 

now has dedicated distributors in most central European countries 

and in North America. When the business was established in 1993, 

the parent company Mros was a Roland distributor for Croatia. It 

still sells Roland printers, engraving machines and other equipment 

for the sign making market. Anticipating a demand for afforda-

ble, reliable machines the company started to build and convert 

printers for the domestic and international markets. Josip Sarija 

claimed that about 1,000 units have been sold worldwide since, 

the majority being rather small, but highly specialized machines 

such as the Micro Beauty. Although they were highly successful 

for several years, the demand for the Micro Beauty printer (which 

inkjets images on both natural and artificial finger nails) is fading. 

According to Josip Sarija this development is probably due to the 

fact that the demand for long artificial nails has gradually declined 

during the past 18 months. 

Desktop models for T-shirts and plastic 
goods
Two other desktop models, the Micro 2000 and Texpro (both 

aimed at the sign making market), have so far received a positive 

response – particularly the Texpro, a direct printing flatbed system 

for T-shirts. Based on an Epson 4880 with eight ink channels, 

it prints four colours and white with the same print head. Dark 

garments, however, need to be pre-treated to improve image qua-

lity. Although the Azonprinter data sheet states that up to 50 light 

T-shirts can be printed in an hour, only 15 dark items are viable. The 

machine applies a shaded white as the initial layer on top of which 

the colours are printed during a second run. The pre-treatment, 

Business opportunities in Zagreb
By Sonja Angerer

Croatia evokes images of holidays on sunny beaches 

and breathtaking scenery. Its capital, Zagreb, which 

has approximately one million inhabitants, is home 

to Azonprinters, a small but highly innovative printer 

manufacturer.

The Micro 2000 also prints on canvas 

already mounted in its frame. 

Colours are printed on top of a layer 

of shaded white ink using the same 

head. 

The ink is fixed to the T-shirt by 

heating it to 160º C for about two 

minutes. 
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white and colour ink cost adds up to approximately   1.00 per dark 

fabric item. Dedicated software to rip the data ready for printing 

with white is included in the printer package. The Micro 2000 is 

also a flatbed model with Epson heads. Although it prints on most 

plastic surfaces in four colours, it requires a chemical coating on 

other materials such as canvas, wood or leather. With its 329 by 483 

mm bed, it appeals to sign makers, gift shops and designers. Goods 

in the show room decorated with the Micro 2000 included mobile 

phones cases, lighters, biros and golf balls, all held in place during 

printing by a mould. „People have produced some quite exciting 

stuff with this machine“, Sarija explained. „One of our customers 

has built up a business printing golf balls and seems to be doing 

very well.“

Wide for models at standard and advan-
ced level
Azonprinters also supplies machines for wide format outdoor 

printing. Its ‘Standard Level’ model is a roll-to-roll solvent inkjet 

printer, the AG32000. It prints in six colours, including light cyan 

and light magenta, is equipped with Seiko heads and operates at 

a maximum production speed of 40 m2. Azonprinters also sells a 

UV-curing ink printer, which was first showcased mid 2007 and 

has been on the market since the summer of 2008. The company 

claims that it is custom built using Korean und German parts. The 

„Advanced Level“ UV jet 1600FB/R White is a combi machine that 

prints on rigid and roll media up to 1.60 m wide and is equipped 

with 12 Xaar heads. According to Josip Sarija it has a maximum 

resolution of 1,200 dpi (600 x 600 dpi true solution) and printing 

speed of up to 15 m2/h. The CMYK inks and white are currently cured 

with conventional UV lamps, but the company is contemplating a 

switch to LED curing on the next model. With list prices starting at 

30,000 euro, the machine appears to be an attractive option for 

smaller sign making shops intent on extending their printing capa-

city and range of substrates. Similar to other UV printers the UV 

Jet 1600FB/R White prints on a wide range of materials including 

board, glass and metal. „Our customers buy a complete package 

that includes two days of factory training and our Topaz RIP“, Sarija 

explained. „Even though the machine is built for easy maintenance, 

our technicians provide user support 24/7 via the phone or Internet. 

Even if one of our service technicians is already with a customer, our 

response time is usually between 24 and 48 hours, depending on 

distance and availability.“

Croatia is expected to join the European Union within the next few 

years. This will definitely have a favourable impact on Azonprinter’s 

business dealings in Central Europe. 	 n

Micro Texpro prints on light and dark T-Shirts.

In the Azonprinter showroom a huge 

glass cabinet displays samples of 

goods printed with the Micro 2000 

und Micro Texpro.

The Azon UV Jet 1600FB/R White is a 

UV printer for rigid and roll material 

up to 1.60 m wide.


